
SCOTT WILLSALLEN HAS DEVELOPED A REPUTATION 
as the go-to audio designer for mega-events around the world. 
With a back catalogue that includes everything from Olympic 
Games and Rugby World Cup opening and closing ceremonies 
to theatrical events and music festivals, the Auditoria director’s 
skills are constantly in demand.

As such, he is no stranger to the Middle East. Various projects 
have seen Mr Willsallen cover a number of sporting ceremonies 
in the likes of Kuwait, Turkey and Qatar. But his latest job in 
the region moves away from the sporting environment, and 
highlights the diversity of events which bene  t from high- uality 
sound design.

Having spent much of the early part of 2014 in Russia as audio 
designer and director for the opening and closing ceremonies of 
the Sochi Winter Olympic and Paralympic Games, Mr Willsallen’s 
next project provided a real change of direction. Trading the 
Black Sea resort for a small man-made island in Sharjah’s 
Khalid Lagoon, Mr Willsallen was engaged as audio director 
and designer for Clusters of Light - a truly uni ue theatrical 

experience charting the birth of Islam.
The event was created and produced by Multiple & Spinifex for 

the Sharjah Media Centre as the  rst event of the 2014 Sharjah 
Islamic Culture Capital programme. The musical show tells the 
story of the Prophet Mohammed from his birth until his passing 
and its debut production featured over 200 actors and 70 
musicians.

Getting Clusters of Light to the stage was no small undertaking. 
The international creative team began work in October 2013 
to understand the technical re uirements for the show and 
ensure that the new 7,23  s -m Maja  Amphitheatre could 
accommodate the large set. At the time, the design for the 
amphitheatre was complete, but the construction was yet 
to begin. This meant that the team could make some key 
changes to the design of the venue in order to hide some of the 
technology and allow suf  cient space for the temporary staging.

From Sochi to Sharjah
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Visual elements formed the main
technical requirements (Pictures courtesy of Scott Willsallen and Ian Cooper)

FEATURES: LIVE SOUND

Having covered the opening and closing ceremonies 
for the Winter Olympics and Paralympics, the 
next project for Auditoria’s Scott Willsallen was a 
theatrical performance about the birth of Islam

Clusters of Light ran for four nights at Sharjah’s Majaz 
Amphitheatre

L-Acoustics cabinets were used for the show

Three arrays of eight Kara in a left-centre-right 
confi guration were used for the performance



Clusters of Light

Clusters of Light
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Testing the projection before the show

The design of Sharjah’s Majaz Amphitheatre was altered to 
accommodate the large set


